March 12, 1980

M. Don C Ellis

Wl Ilianms Brothers Engi neering Conpany
Resource Sci ences Center

6600 Sout h Yal e Avenue

Tul sa, Ckl ahonma 74177

Dear M. Ellis:

This letter is in reply to your letter dated February 15, 1980
requesting an interpretation of ?195.208.

The encl osed pipeline safety regulatory interpretation gives the
i nformati on you request ed.

Si ncerely,

/ si gned/

Cesar De Leon

Associ ate Director for

Pi peline Safety Regul ation
Material s Transportati on Bureau

Encl osur e
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No. 80- 6
Dat e: March 12, 1980

DEPARTMVENT OF TRANSPORTATI ON
RESEARCH AND SPECI AL PROGRAVG ADM NI STRATI ON
MATERI ALS TRANSPORTATI ON BUREAU

Pl PELI NE SAFETY REGULATORY | NTERPRETATI ON
No

te: A pipeline safety regulatory interpretation applies a particular
rule to a particular set of facts and circunstances, and, as such
may be relied upon only by those persons to whomthe interpretation
is specifically addressed.

SECTI O\
SUBJECT
FACTS:

DB

?195. 208
Vel di ng of supports and braces.

As given in letter February 15, 1980, from M. Don C
Ellis, WIIlianms Brothers Engineering Conpany.

"In the design of a 16-inch oil pipeline in the Kuparuk
Field, A aska, for ARCO Gl and Gas Conpany, we have
utilized sleeves welded to the line pipe for attachnent
of support saddles at anchor points."”

"The procedure we are proposing involves placing half-
shell sleeves around the 1line pipe circunference,
attaching the sleeves via a fillet weld, and then
affixing the anchor support to the sleeve thereby
elimnating any support nenber being welded directly to
the |line pipe."

Question: Does the proposed nethod of attaching anchor
supports to sleeves encircling the pipeline conply wth
the requirenents of Section 195.208?

Interpretation: Section 195.208 states: "Supports or
braces may not be welded directly to pipe that will be
operated at a pressure of nore than 100 p.s.i.g."
Because the proposed nethod of attaching supports does
not include welding any support or brace to the pipe

t he proposed nethod is in conpliance with ?195. 208.

Cesar De Leon
Associ ate Director for
Pi peline Safety Regul ation
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February 15, 1980

M. Caesar DelLong

Assi stant Director

Material s Transportati on Bureau
400 Seventh Street, S.W

Washi ngton, D. C. 20590

Ref erence: Expl anati on of DOT, Part 195, Paragraph 195. 208
Dear M DelLong:

In the design of a 16-inch oil pipeline in the Kuparuk Field,
Al aska, for ARCO Gl and Gas Conpany, we have utilized sleeves
wel ded to the line pipe for attachnent of support saddl es at anchor
points. It is our persuasion that this general design arrangenent
(see attached sketch) is in full accordance with the intent and
provi sions of Paragraph 195.208. However, in order to corroborate
this interpretation, ARCOs M. Stratton has recently been in
contact wth your M. Fulton concerning this matter. Al though we
have received a concurring response from M. Fulton, we desire to
docunent this inquiry and shall appreciate your reply.

The procedure we are proposing involves placing half-shell sleeves
around the line pipe circunference, attaching the sleeves via a
fillet weld, and then affixing the anchor support to the sleeve
thereby elimnating any support nenber being welded directly to the
line pipe. This procedure has been devel oped from our experience
with carrying out code requirenents on pipelines.

Qur justification for interpretation has been substantiated from
guidelines contained in B31l.4, Section 421.1, Paragraph(d) and in
Part 192, Section 192.162, Paragraph(d). Wile we realize 192 does
not pertain to oil pipelines, we have referenced it as a
clarification of intent.

Should you require additional information on this request, please
advise us. W look forward to your reply.

Very truly yours,
W LLI AVS BROTHERS ENG NEERI NG COVMPANY

Don C. Ellis
Proj ect Manager
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